
HOW FAR WE’VE COME

A lot of the time in grad school we are rushed around with deadlines and midterms and
grading. We can sometimes get so distracted with our commitments that we rarely get the
chance to pause and critically reflect on the semester. Advising season is a great time to do
this, especially as we plan for next semester.

1. A Word from Our Sponsor

1.1. Financial Update. Our TA stipends are specified in our offer letters as a certain
amount throughout the academic year. Summer support is not a guarantee of our program.
But even if you do get summer support in the form of teaching or GSM or some other
fellowship through the department, you still need to be prepared for the pay gap.

• The Payroll Schedule for Spring 2019 is available from the payroll office.
• The Spring semester pay periods (1-10) end on May 11. The check for that pay

period is issued on May 17.
• Summer pay does not start until pay period 13, which in turn is paid on June 28
• Make plans in your financial budget to go without pay for about 6 weeks.

1.2. About Grades. Just a reminder that in grad school, grades mean different things
than they did in undergrad. There are no D’s or E’s for grad classes. Instead the grades
communicate the following about your command of the content.

A Excellent
B Sufficient Work
C Need to Retake

It’s also important to note that exams in grad school are hard (duh!). The numerical score
on an exam doesn’t necessarily reflect the whole story. Check with your professor to see
what your grade means for their class.

1.3. Why do we fall, Master Bruce? When you’re doing homework, please, please,
PLEASE don’t use Stack Exchange to get yourself a 10/10 for the heck of it. Homework is
the opportunity to show what you know in a (relatively) low stakes environment. How will
you improve your skills for an exam if you don’t know where those skills are lacking?

2. Critical Reflection

These first questions focus on your mathematical growth:

• Name a mathematical tool/object that was new to you in grad school.
• What is a mathematical tool/object that you understand better than you did a year

ago?
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• What has been the hardest mathematical concept for you to grasp this semester?
What have you done to work through it?

The roller coaster of graduate school can take its toll on your well-being. But its also an
opportunity for tremendous personal growth.

• Do you feel like you were prepared for grad school? Why or why not?
• What is one thing you wish you would have known about grad school back in July?
• What are some ways that you have been practicing self-care while in grad school? If

you currently aren’t, is there something you’d be interested in?

To wrap this up, let’s focus on some of the positives this semester.

• How has your proof-writing changed since May?
• In what ways has the first year seminar been helpful so far? What was your favorite

session/activity?

Just a reminder of what we’ve done in seminar: Self-Explanation Training, Definition Ex-
ploration, Hallway Proof, Worst Collaborator
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